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Wamego Chamber of Commerce/Mainstreet Receives National

Main Street Accreditation

The efforts of the Wamego Cham-
ber of Commerce/Mainstreet over
the past year has earned it recog-
nition for commercial district revi-
talization by meeting standards
for performance set by the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion’s National Main Street Center.
The Wamego Chamber of Com-
merce/Mainstreet joins 625 other
Main Street revitalization pro-
grams nationally recognized as
2006 Accredited National Main
Street Programs.

“The National Accreditation means
the Main Street program is meet-
ing our national standards of per-
formance for what a Main Street
program should be doing,” said
Doug Loescher, director of the
National Trust’s Main Street Cen-
ter. “The organizations we name
each year as National Main Street
Programs are those that have
demonstrated the skills needed to
succeed in Main Street revitalizo-
tion.”

The annual accreditation process

evaluates commercial district
revitalization programs hased on
criteria ranging from having an
active board of directors and paid
professional manager to tracking
economic progress and preserving
historic Main Street buildings.

“Rebuilding a district’s economic
health and maintaining that suc-

cess requires broad-based commu-

nity involvement, active support
from hoth the public and private
sectors, and sound management,”
said Loescher. “Having a solid
organization at the foundation of
that revitalization effort is so
important to long term success.”

The organization’s performance
was evaluated by the Kansas Main
Street through the Kansas Depart-
ment of Commerce, which is the
coordinating organization for Main
Street programs in Kansas.

Wamego’s strong, solid foundation
can only be credited to all the
volunteers that make so many
activities, programs and events

possible. Many, many hours of
planning and involvement are
needed each week to make
things possible. Wamego is
blessed with having to have so
many dedicated volunteers to
make things possible.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation is a private, non-
profit membership organization
dedicated to protecting the
irreplaceable. Recipient of the
National Humanities Medal, the
Trust was founded in 1949 and
provides leadership, education,
and advocacy to save America’s
diverse historic places and revi-
talize communities. Its Wash-
ington, DC headquarters staff,
six regional offices and 25 his-
toric sites work with the Trust’s
200,000 members and thou-
sands of local community
groups in all 50 states. For
more information, visit the
Trust’s web site at
www.nationaltrust.org.

Governor’s Award for Excellence on Main Street

Kansas Main Street is accepting nominations for the Governor’s Award for Excellence on Main Street.
Award categories include, but are not limited to: Qutstanding Promotion/Marketing Activities, Out-
standing Organizational Activities, Volunteer of the Year, Executive Director of the Year, Outstanding Eco-
nomic Restructuring Activities, Outstanding Design Activities-including fagade improvements in 3 catego-

ries.

If you would like more information, instructions or copies of the forms, please call Teresa at the office.



Many Activities are scheduled for Ridiculous Days

¢ Rock Paper Scissors Tournament on Saturday, August 19. The bring plenty of lemonade. This year, the public will be invited to
contest is open to all ages. Registration will be from 9:30 a.m. to sample the lemonade and vote for their favorites. Prizes will be
10:15 a.m. the morning of the contest. The tournament will begin awarded. Call the Chamber office for more information or to pre-
at 10:30 a.m. at Railroad Park, 4% and Lincoln, in Downtown Wa- register.
mego.
A new event this year is the digital scavenger hunt. Bring you
¢ 3rd Annual Salsa Contest will run from 10 a.m. to noon on Satur- digital camera and o team of friends to participate on Saturday,

day, August 19. The public is invited to spend some time down-
town, sample the salsas and vote for their favorite. Prizes will be
awarded. Call the Chamber office for more information or to pre-
register.

August 19. The contest starts at 9:30 a.m. at the Railroad Park, 4th
and Lincoln, in downtown Wamego. Teams will be given a list of
Wamego landmarks and local merchants to “scavenge” photos
from. One camera allowed per team. Prizes will be awarded.

¢ Alemonade stand contest will once again be part of the Ridiculous
Days. The contest will be held from 1-3 p.m. up and down Lincoln
Avenue on Saturday, August 19. Participants are encouraged to

Ridiculous Days is an annual three-day citywide retail sales event spon-
sored by the Wamego Chamber of Commerce/Mainstreet, August 18, 19
and 20.

Chamber/Mainstreet to Form a Christmas Committee

Christmas will come early for a group of eager elves this year. The Chamber of Commerce/Mainstreet is forming a new Christmas Committee and
looking for volunteers to help plan the annual "Christmas in Wamego" holiday celebration.

"Christmas in Wamego" has grown in recent years to include a park lighting celebration, Santa visits, merchant promotions and a creative market-
ing campaign. Previously the Wamego Christmas had been organized by the Community Life Committee, but it has grown to deserve its own com-
mittee and chairperson.

"Some people are just Christmas people," said Chamber/Mainstreet President Mike Malin. "They think about it and plan for it all year long. Those
are who we are looking for. We already have a couple volunteers excited to get started. It should be a lot of fun."

If you or someone you know is interested in chairing or helping out with the Christmas Committee, a meeting has been scheduled for August 23 at
noon here in the Chamber/Mainstreet office. If you would like to be on the committee, but can’t make it to the meeting, contact Teresa at the
office.

Want to Market to Newcomers to Town?

The Wamego Chamber of Commerce/Mainstreet has Welcome Wagon Buckets that are full of our Chamber member’s information only. These
buckets are given out by the City, when someone new comes to town.

If you would like to participate in this simple and easy method of distributing information, please bring your information to the Cham-
ber/Mainstreet office. Information to put in these buckets is always needed, as there have been a lot of these buckets given out lately.
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Wamego Chamber of Commerce/Mainstreet

529 Lincoln Avenue Phone: 785-456-7849

Wamego, KS 66547 Fax: 785-456-7427
E-mail: wchamber@kansas.net

"

— e -
Reading is to the mind, what
exercise is fo the body.
Sir Richard Steele
Chamber
August 11 August 18, 19 & 20 August 21
cu | en d ar Teachers Welcome Back to School Breakfast Ridiculous Days Membership Meeting

Chamber/Mainstreet's 0Ztoberfest Committee

If you are interested in being on the 0Ztoberfest Committee, we are looking for volunteers to join us in this 2nd Annual event. The Cham-
ber/Mainstreet is responsible for the craft/food vendors, as well as some other activities. A meeting has been scheduled for August 2nd at
5:45p.m. here at the Chamber/Mainstreet Office. If you would like to be a part of this committee, but can’t make the meeting, call Teresa at the

office and we will keep you informed of upcoming meeting times and locations.




